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Iron Druid Atticus O'Sullivan, hero of Kevin Hearne's epic New York Times best-selling urban
fantasy series, has a point to make - and then drive into a vampire's heart.When a Druid has
lived for 2,000 years like Atticus, he's bound to run afoul of a few vampires - make that legions of
them. Even his former friend and legal counsel turned out to be a bloodsucking backstabber.
Now the toothy troublemakers - led by power-mad pain-in-the-neck Theophilus - have become a
huge problem requiring a solution. It's time to make a stand.As always, Atticus wouldn't mind a
little backup. But his allies have problems of their own. Ornery archdruid Owen Kennedy is
having a wee bit of troll trouble: Turns out when you stiff a troll, it's not water under the bridge.
Meanwhile, Granuaile is desperate to free herself of the Norse god Loki's mark and elude his
powers of divination - a quest that will bring her face to face with several Slavic nightmares.As
Atticus globetrots to stop his nemesis, Theophilus, the journey leads to Rome. What better place
to end an immortal than the Eternal City? But poetic justice won't come without a price: In order
to defeat Theophilus, Atticus may have to lose an old friend.

About the AuthorJeffrey Liker is Professor of Industrial and Operations Engineering, University of
Michigan and president of Liker Lean Advisors, LLC--a collection of top-notch lean advisors. He
is author of the international best-seller, The Toyota Way and the related books Toyota Way
Fieldbook, Toyota Talent, The Toyota Product Development System, Toyota Culture, The Toyota
Way to Continuous Improvement, and Toyota Under Fire. His newest book, with Gary Convis, is
The Toyota Way to Lean Leadership. His articles and books have won eleven Shingo Prizes. He
plays golf, watches football and basketball, and is relearning classical guitar which he stopped
playing over 30 years ago. His wife Deb and daughter Emma, support his writing and his son
Jesse is his toughest critic and best editor.
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Skuldren, “Great Book. Staked is the penultimate novel in the Iron Druid Chronicles series, and
being the eighth book in a nine book series, I think it’s deserving of such a fancy word. We are
just one book away from seeing how this whole crazy saga ends. Will the druids defeat Loki?
Can Atticus stop Ragnarök from happening? And what other crazy gods will seep out of the
woodwork to make to make things a chaotic hell? While all those answers will have to wait,
Staked keeps things fun and the tension high. Quite simply, this one is a vampire novel.The book
starts with an author’s note warning readers that they may want to check the novella A Prelude
to War before diving into Staked. If you’re inclined to do so, you’ll have to pick up the eBook
Three Slices which is collection of three stories by Kevin Hearne, Delilah S. Dawson and Chuck
Wendig. I opted to just dive into Staked, and while you do miss out on some things that are
referenced in the book, you’ll be okay. Furthermore, if it’s been a while since you’ve read the
previous books and you’re feeling rusty on where things are right now, there’s a handy catch-up
chapter that summarizes everything that’s happened so far. It’s a very helpful refresher. Now for
the story proper.In keeping with the vampire theme, the book starts with a bank heist in which
Atticus goes after a book container all the addresses for the world’s vampires. It’s the first step in
his quest to hunt down and kill the ancient vampire Theophilus. Elsewhere, Granuaile is on her
own quest to rid herself of Loki’s mark so she can be free of his watchful eyes. This leads her to
a witch’s coven in Poland and a journel to an island off the coast of Germany to find a warhorse
of divination. Meanwhile Owen is off in Arizona starting up a grove to train new druids with the
help of some werewolves. There’s battles with trolls, a giant cobra, armies of dwarves, and lots
of vampires. With the help of some allies, the three druids go off on multiple adventures dealing
with the gods and mystical creatures. It’s a fun romp around the world with lots of humor, action
and some touristy tidbits of knowledge as they visit different places.Obviously this isn’t a book
anyone would want to start with since it’s the eighth book in a nine book series. For fans who
have been following along with the series, Staked is a must read. However the good news is that
it’s another fun, enjoyable entry into the series. Whether you’re an Atticus fan, Granuaile fan or
an Own fan, there’s something for everyone. Plus there’s lots of fun with Oberon and Orlaith and
all their dog humor. Comparing Staked to the rest of the series, it’s a good entry, but I wouldn’t
say it’s the best book yet. That said, it’s not a move in the wrong direction either. This one keeps
up the action and plotting with tons of entertainment. While Atticus isn’t changing much as a
character, Granuaile and Owen are. Plus this book brought me to tears at one point which is
always a good sign that the author is doing their job right. The character depth is there.As a
great read with entertaining characters, colorful action and enjoyable humor, I give Staked a five
out of five. Kevin Hearne ended this one on a satisfying happy note and I’m interested to see
how he’ll finish the series off with the end so close in sight.”

MagistraK, “Good, but.... I've enjoyed this series, but Granuille talking about ending fossil fuels



and using renewables to reverse climate change is making me think hard about whether I want
to consider. Woke isn't the cup of tea I want from Atticus.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Read the whole series!. I read on average 2 books per week. This series
is excellent entertainment due to the fact that you can’t guess where the author will go next. Very
creative, great energy. Simply a wonderfully addictive series. I bought the first four books, then
bought the rest on Kindle after reading the the two.  Great job Mr. Hearne!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Entertaining as usual. The continuing saga of Atticus, Granuaile, and
Owen dealing with past grievances and trying to minimize future problems. As always this is a
very entertaining story. The whole story moves along quickly. I really enjoy the comic relief that
Owen and Oberon provide. Atticus’ comic relief is Oberon. Owen is the comic relief for Greta.
Granuaile needs a comic relief partner. There really isn’t any comic relief during Granuaile’s POV
and I feel that hurts her parts a little. However, I’m not sure Orlaith would be the right partner.
She is still developing her connection to Granuaile.Granuaile was in her anti-fossil fuels mood
again and it dawned on me she represents the idealistic youth. Atticus is the wiser older one
who has seen and experienced many life cycles. Granuaile wants to protect the earth, wants
clean air and water. Just like most people. However, she associates fossil fuels with her jerk of a
stepfather. Therefore fossil fuels are evil. If her stepfather’s corporation would have been in solar
energy, would she feel that solar farms are evil because the heat and light reflection from the
vast fields will burn the wings of migratory birds that fly over solar farms and cause them to
crash? I think she would. Her issue is more with her stepfather than with the industry. Whereas
Attius has seen so many changes over the centuries to see that the earth will recover and adapt
as long as you don’t kill the soil and life giving elements inherent to the earth.Then there’s Owen,
he is trying to be a nicer person then when he was Atticus’ arch-druid. It is entertaining to watch
how he is trying to adapt to the modern world and his interaction with Greta, who is trying to
guide him.FINALLY we find out why you don’t want to be Nigel in Toronto. It’s a great reason.
Can you tell I really enjoy this book? I’ve read it twice --- well I listened to it first and then I
actually read it. Can’t wait for the next one!”

Sal, “Seller comment.. Book arrived in excellent condition and on time!!”

sjhigbee, “Gold star for the Iron Druid.... This particular tale features Atticus, Owen and
Granuaile, who each feature in their own chapters, so the story unfolds in multiple first person
viewpoint. Hearne has also broken with modern trends and provided a Story So Far roundup of
each book. I was very thankful to get a quick, well-told reminder of what had gone on before –
and those who haven’t yet had the pleasure also have the option not to read it. I’d like to see
authors of other long-running series, where the story progression relies on the books being read
in order, also adopting this tactic. It certainly contributed to this reader’s enjoyment.Those of you



who have read any of The Iron Druid Chronicles will know there are slices of humour running
through the adventures, so now that the stakes (no pun intended…) have inevitably been
cranked up, has that sense of fun dissipated, as happened in both the Harry Dresden and
Sookie Stackhouse series? No, it hasn’t. I’m delighted to report that Oberon, Atticus’ trusty
hound, still brings most life and death topics back to sausages whenever he can, and archdruid
Owen, who has only recently been reawakened after being in stasis for a looong time, also
provides plenty of humour in his delightfully sour asides on modern life and customs.However,
there has to be a balance – this is a godpunk fantasy adventure, so do the characters convince?
Is the supernatural aspect of the world suitably depicted with plenty of complexity and depth? Is
the action exciting? This three-stranded approach worked really well – I like all three characters
and Hearne has each one nailed, though these days, I suppose my favourite has to be Owen,
who bounces off the page with his grumpy, individual take on the world. I also enjoyed watching
Granuaile gain more confidence as she is off on a quest of her own – and making decisions she
is aware won’t necessarily please Atticus. As for the Iron Druid himself – his talent for upsetting
the wrong people is still getting him into more trouble than he knows what to do with. And I really
liked watching him genuinely flail and agonise over some of the decisions he has to make.In
amongst the mayhem and humour, were also some darker moments and once more we lost a
major character who has regularly helped Atticus out in the past , which was a shock. Although,
it shouldn’t have been – Hearne has never been afraid to kill off a steady stream of major players
throughout the series. It’s a trick that certainly keeps me paying attention during the battle
scenes.As for the climax of the book – a set piece battle in the heart of a European city that
worked really well and provided plenty of thrills and spills. Oh yes, I really enjoyed this offering –
all the more because it is the penultimate book in the series and I’m aware that this blast of
pleasure will continue only once more. But if you haven’t yet followed Atticus through his various
scrapes with other supernatural beings, then whatever you do – don’t go looking for Staked –
instead, get hold of Hounded.”

catlady66, “Great series. Loved it just like the others in the series it took me ages to get round to
reading it but that's cos I don't want to see it end I loved the1st book and fell in love with the
series afterwards all of them are great books to read if you haven't checked them out yet you are
missing out on some fantastic books I am glad I ground them and sad to see it end but glad to
have taken the chance of picking it up and reading them well with the price never a dull moment
in them see for yourselves  you won't be disappointed I never was”

James Kemp, “Cracking urban fantasy without sparkles. Staked is the eighth full novel, and I’ve
lost count of the novellas. The paperback version also has Prelude to War in the back of it, which
is handy because Staked makes more sense when you’ve read Prelude to War.Just in case
you’ve not read any Iron Druid, it’s a very sensible urban fantasy series set in the modern day. I
say sensible because the universe isn’t too strange. You can imagine it coexisting with the world



we live in. The action in Staked, and the other Iron Druid stories is all within the bounds of
plausibility in our world. Possibly the only scene that would be hard to explain away happens in
this book. A vampire ambush on Atticus and some Rabbis that are helping him in Rome. Even
that gets a plausible explanation for its cover story/news report in the book.Staked sees atticus
O’Sullivan, our 2,000 year old Iron Druid, fighting a personal war against vampires. The war
escalates more than Atticus expects. Atticus realises that as a consequence he’s moved away
from the tenets of druidry. However he manages to enlist help and deal with the vampires
enough to end the war. There are a number of interesting twists and turns, not least of which
what his old archdruid is up to and also Granuaile’s adventures. A number of other old friends
appear too, and all play a key role in the story. There isn’t any spare material here, it all forms
part of the narrative and is necessary. In fact I think it will bear a second or third read later.I really
enjoyed the story, and if you like urban fantasy where the gods exist like Neil Gaiman’s American
Gods then this is definitely a series you need to go pick up.”

PsychoTeapot, “Harmony finds Atticus - and smacks him round the face!. I've been utterly
addicted to Atticus and Oberon and pals ever since the first words of the first book. I've been
reading this as slowly as possible, to make it last and also to savour the journey.There are a LOT
of resolutions to previous story arcs in this volume - including finally solving the mystery of why
it's not good to be Nigel in Toronto. Mind you, Kevin Hearne is becoming the Tarantino of the
genre, in that he sure doesn't worry about killing off major characters along the way - but I won't
spoil the plot for those yet to enjoy this book. All I'll say is that this book is every bit as funny,
thought-provoking and entertaining as all the others. Don't even hesitate - grab a copy and enjoy
the ride!”

The book by G. Harver has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 1,896 people have provided feedback.
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